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Artrageous talent

By Noah Crespo, Danny Ruiz
Staff Writers

ENJOYING ART Family, friends and city educators check out the various types of artwork created by Waterbury public school

students on display (above) at the Mattatuck Museum (see artwork below) during the opening ceremony (see bottom left

photo) March 20, 2018 of the fourth annual Artrageous show, called “A Season of Color.” Participants were recognized with

a certificate of art excellence (see photo below right). Read related stories on pages 2, 6.

Students participate in nationwide event but question socialization

Mattatuck Museum showcases city
students’ artwork through April 22

     An ‘Artrageous’ art show

complemented by outrageous

student art!

     Waterbury’s Mattatuck

Museum held an opening recep-

tion in an effort to help recognize

and celebrate the art of Waterbury

students in grades kindergarten

through high school on display

through Sunday April 22, 2018 in

the third floor Community Gallery,

and for the first time provided

certificates for each student

involved during the 5 p.m. cer-

emony Tuesday, March 20, 2018.

     “The purpose of the art show is

to show off the art and to let the

kids express their art,” said Heather

Whitehouse, director of education

at the Mattatuck Museum.

     Not only did the students

express their individual artistic

creations, they also showcased a

collection of their best efforts

according to some.

     “I’m always impressed

with the work that students

produce, especially when

they give it their best and

here we have a collection of

the best efforts to see,” said

Mrs. Nunez, an elementary

and middle school art teacher

at Gilmartin School.

     Of course, effort origi-

nates both among the stu-

dent artists and the teachers

themselves who allowed their

students’ work to be show-

cased in this Artrageous 2018

show, called “A Season of Color.”

     “The teachers worked really

hard and they gave the students

certificates (for the first time in the

art show’s four-year history),” said

Whitehouse.

     The inclusion of certificates and

the actual ceremony itself, attended

by artists, family, friends, and edu-

cators, were new and welcoming

accommodations, especially for the

young artists who had their art dis-

played and were recognized for it.

     “It’s nice to have given (shows)

and to celebrate like we have in the

past but not like this; now we are

giving them actual certificates with

an actual ceremony,” said Nunez

     Although the students’ artwork

has been on display since

Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2018, the

opening ceremony yielded a larger

than expected crowd turnout.

     “We had a great

turnout this year and

it’s amazing to see the

different age ranges. I

mean if you went in

there,  you wouldn’t

necessarily be able to

tell there is such a

huge age range based on the work

itself,” said Mr. Proto, a Kennedy

art teacher.

     In addition to certificates, a cer-

emony and a large crowd, there

were also excited and proud art

teachers who commented on

Walking out for awareness or wasting time?
By Jenilyn Djan
Staff Writer

the quality work that defies age,

so how does a featured artist like

Selina Rivera feel?

     “Pretty good. I feel a bit of ex-

citement having my work on dis-

play (since) it’s the first time my

art has been showcased,” said

Rivera, a freshman at Kennedy.

     With any celebration of art

there may be defining factors be-

hind it all, and for someone like

Whitehouse it is spirit and…

     “I think it’s the same things:

it’s just the spirit and love of art,”

said Whitehorse.

     In the words of the late activist Marjory

Stoneman Douglas: “Be a nuisance where

it counts. Do your part to inform and stimu-

late the public to join your action.”

    High school students nationwide did just

that, including at Kennedy, when they left

their classrooms at 10 a.m. Wednesday

March 14, 2018 to stand outside for 17 min-

utes, a minute for each victim who died from

the tragic shooting at Marjory Stoneman

Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla.

Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2018.

     “It felt amazing for us to finally be able to

express how we feel about an event that

happened,” said senior Zhaelyn Cooper.

     The Feb. 14 mass shooting left 17 people

dead and 17 more injured, making it one of

the deadliest school massacres.

     The movement, #Enough!National

School Walkout, was to raise awareness for

school safety and  gun violence. It was

organized by the Women’s March Youth

EMPOWER, an initiative with the goal of

giving high school and college students

skills to positively impact their communi-

ties. Kennedy, like schools in the country,

participated in the walkout.

     Students were asked to leave through the

back of the cafeteria, which led to the back

of the school. Students were then asked to

stand on the walkway leading to the field

for their safety.

     “Throughout the

whole process I felt

safe, but there

wasn’t a ceremony

though, we just went

to a designated area

for 17 minutes,” said

junior Alexa Hinton.

     Some Kennedy

students felt the

event was treated

more as a social

event than an em-

p o w e r i n g

movement.The walk-

out was supposed

to be student run, so

students were sur-

prised to find out no

teacher was going to

step in to intervene.

     “I felt like students did it just to get out

of class. Everyone was socializing instead

of participating in the 17 minutes of silence

for the victims,” said sophomore Melany

Junco.

   Other students

chose not to walk out.

     “I felt like the walk-

out at Kennedy

didn’t mean anything

because most kids

wanted to get out of

class,” said junior

Hannah West.

     Students said they

were grateful they

even had the option

to walk out since

other students at dif-

ferent schools did not

get the opportunity

to show their support

and exercise their

right to freedom of

speech.

Photo below and graphic (right) compiled by J. Djan/staff      The walkout’s purpose was raising legis-

lators’ awareness of gun control, a hot but-

ton topic since 2008, according to U.S. News.

     Many have different opinions about the

matter, such as senior Arlen Milian, who

believes that individuals should be allowed

to carry firearms after extensive background

checks,while other people disagree.

    Some legislators think having teachers

armed with firearms may decrease the

amount of deaths that might occur in a

school shooting. Some teachers think it’s a

good idea so they can protect the students

and themselves if an intruder came in.

Others think it is a terrible idea.

     “I don’t think having teachers armed is a

good idea,” said World Languages depart-

ment chair Ms. Cinquegrana.

     This raises the question of do guns

really keep people safe or do they do more

harm than good?



Earn scholarship money,
get career opportunities,

improve your writing,
 be a published author,

gain community service,
and more:

what are you waiting for?

Sign up for Journalism or Public
Speaking courses, and join

The Eagle Flyer      Kennedy’s
award-winning  student  newspaper.

No experience necessary.
Stop by room 105 or ask your guidance

counselor to learn more.

By Jurea McIntosh
Staff Writer

‘March For Our Lives’ seeks to keep spotlight on gun control, safety
Will March 24 nationwide event help keep conversation alive?
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     Alyssa Alhadeff 14, Scott Beigel 35, Martin

Duque Anguiano14, Nicholas Dworet 17, Aaron

Feis 37, Jaime Guttenberg 14, Chris Hixon 49,

Luke Hoyer 15, Cara Loughran 14, Gina Montalto

14, Joaquin Oliver 17, Alaina Petty 14, Meadow

Pollack 18, Helena Ramsay 17, Alex Schachter

14, Carmen Schentrup 16, Peter Wang 15.

     The student survivors of the Marjory

Stoneman Douglas High (Parkland) shooting in

Florida, whose victims are listed above, created

March For Our Lives, an event in Washington

D.C and nationwide March 24, 2018  to “take

action to stop the epidemic of mass school

shootings that has become all too familiar,” ac-

cording to www.marchforourlives.com and to

keep the conversation going about gun violence.

     “Why do we have to speak out to the Capi-

tol, why do we have to march on Washington,

just to save innocent lives,” according to Ryan

Dietsch, 18, a Stoneman Douglas student.

     There have been 17 school shootings so far in

2018, and 290 school shootings since the Sandy

Hook Elementary School shooting in Newtown,

Conn. in 2012, according to www.time.com, a

website for current news.

     “Young people have been desensitized to

violence through Hollywood,” said Mr. Mobilio,

a History teacher.

     The student survivors of Stoneman Douglas

High who are behind the March For Our Lives

have been active nonstop with their plan for

action: a televised town hall meeting with law-

makers hosted by CNN, a meeting at Florida’s

state capital Tallahassee, and the March For Our

Lives inWashington, D.C  which were organized

in one of the student’s living room.

     “We’ve had enough of thoughts and

prayers.To every lawmaker out there: no longer

can you take money from the NRA. No longer

can you fly under the radar doing whatever it is

that you want to do ... we are coming after every

single one of you and demanding that you take

action,” according to Delaney Tarr, a Parkland

school shooting survivor.

     With the ongoing protests and demand for

action, will politicians start thinking about more

strict gun laws?

     “Somewhat I think they will, but the NRA is

still a powerful group so there will be resistance

in that regard,” said Daniel Familia, a senior.

     The National Rifle Association (NRA) is a

nonprofit American organization founded in 1871

that advocates for gun rights, and it has become a

powerful force over time.

     There were “sibling marches” all across the

country for those who couldn’t make it to Wash-

ington D.C. including in Hartford, Roxbury,

EVANGELICAL

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

1325 Watertown Ave.

Waterbury, CT  06708

info@christisalive.org

phone: 203-756-1293

Join Us

Service Times

Tuesday prayer  7:30 p.m.

Friday Night Bible Study

7:30 p.m.

Sunday School  9:15 a.m.

Sunday Service  10:30 a.m.

Guilford, Old Saybrook, East Haddam, and

Enfield, according to www.marchforourlives.com.

     “This is all going to blow over because it’s

just a craze at the moment,” said Christian

Michaca, a senior.

     The Parkland shooting has been getting much

attention worldwide not just for its tragedy but

for the teenagers who have created a revolution.

     “I don’t think I would protest gun violence,

but I definitely understand why people do

because it is an issue, but it’s a very hard issue to

control,” said Vincent Sarlo, a senior.

     This march was an opportunity for people to

come out and make their voices heard. The num-

ber of mass shootings nationwide is heartbreak-

ing. Visit www.marchforourlives.com to learn

more, and help keep the conversation going.

      Too good to be forgotten.

     Students, teachers, schools, and a museum

have come together to give the most creative

Waterbury public school students the chance to

showcase their art in Mattatuck Museum’s Com-

munity Gallery on the third floor Feb. 22 through

April 22, 2018 and some emphasize it is impor-

tant to keep this event going every year.

     “The art show is necessary because it show-

cases the talent of the youth in the city,” said

Brayan Rivera, a former graphics art student at

Naugatuck Valley Community College, and 2012

Kennedy graduate.

People speak of art show as necessity each year
     There are many who agree with the fact that

the art show showcases the talent of the youth

citywide, and such thoughts do not stray far

from the show’s official purpose.

     “This exhibition showcases artwork selected

by their teachers showcasing the talent and

creativity of local students,” according to the

www.mattmuseum.org website in March 2018.

     In brief, the point is...

     “Showcasing the work of local school kids,”

said David M., a museum employee.

     But even with positive opinions and purposes

there are some students who when asked if they

have caught any word of the art show in their

school, give an unexpected, unfortunate reply.

     “No, because there’s not enough interest in

our school,” said Michael Liossatos, a 8th grader

at Gilmartin.

     In terms of planning for next year, what are

the requirements for having art showcased?

     “Individual school teachers bring in the work

of the students,” said David M.

     Although the news of a student-fueled art

show may not have reached all students, a posi-

tive attitude towards the art show must still

remain when considering its purpose.

     “Of course the art show should be continued

because we have to continue to promote

positive and progressive attitudes towards our

youth,” Rivera.

By Danny Ruix
Staff Writer
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How can we make our school safer?

“Being nice to people.”
Lizzette Rivas (left), Lizbeth Rivas (right),

freshmen

“Secure all the doors and have photo IDs.”
Mr. Mancuso, Technology Education Department

Chair and CAD teacher

“Not letting strangers in through the side
door.”
Kelsey Goldbach, sophomore

“Getting the parents involved. It starts
at home.”
Lydia Colon, parent of a Waterbury student

“It’s a job that both the students and staff
should work on together.”
Ricardo Gonzales, senior

“One way would be to report any ominous
activity on school grounds to ensure the
safety of students and staff.”
Aaron Lamar, junior

By Cameron Feliciano
Features Editor

Keep Earth Day celebration going long past April 22: live it daily
By Vivian Bunker
Staff Writer How do you help keep Waterbury clean? Recycling could help lower taxes, teacher suggests
     Join the world to save the world April 22,

2018 and if you forgot, make every day be

Earth Day.

     This year’s target: end plastic pollution.

With more than 1 billion participants in 192

countries, along with people worldwide, the

Earth Day Network (EDN) encourages ev-

eryone to enforce and spread awareness of

the protection of the world’s environment

especially Earth Day April 22.

     “It is a day of political action and civic

participation. People march, sign petitions,

meet with their elected officials, plant trees,

(and) clean up their towns and roads,”said

Kathleen Rogers, president of Earth Day

Network, according to www.earthday.org, a

website where you can learn about EDN as

well as donate and receive opportunities to

take action with the organization directly.

     Some believe Earth Day is solely about

the wellbeing of the Earth.

     “The earth should be celebrated and kept

clean,” said Phoebe Cossette, a junior.

     Some believe the importance of Earth Day

is focusing on the future.

     “It’s important because people need to

realize we are destroying the earth and

messing it up for future generations,” said

Douglas Jackson, a freshman.

     There are many reasons Earth Day is

important, but its specific themes every year

help people worldwide focus on certain

issues at a time.

     “Earth Day 2018 is dedicated to provid-

ing the information and inspiration needed

to fundamentally change human attitude

and behavior about plastics,” according to

www.earthday.org.

     To potentially find a solution to plastic

pollution, the Earth Day Network needs the

support of as many people as they can,

which is why people need to be aware of

the dangers of plastic pollution and how to

prevent it.

     “People can start using less plastics and

reusing the plastics that

they have,” said Ms.

Hagley, Kennedy’s Re-

cycling Club adviser

and special education

teacher.

     How is the EDN plan-

ning on reaching their

goal of ending plastic

pollution?

     “EDN will educate

millions of people about

the health and other risks associated with

the use and disposal of plastics, including

pollution of our oceans, water and wildlife,

and about the growing body of evidence

that decomposing plastics are creating

serious global problems,” according to

www.earthday.org.

     Why are decomposing plastics creating

such big problems?

     “Plastic takes more than 400 years to

degrade,” according to

news.nationalgeographic.com, yet some

plastics can go through the recycling sys-

tem in as little as two weeks.

     But without people actually recycling,

the quick system is not used enough.

     “Right now only 6 percent of plastic

created is recycled,” said Hagley.

     Potentially people worldwide can create

habits to benefit them and the environment.

     “It’s also important for people to learn

how to be less wasteful and less materialis-

tic,” said Hagley.

     But how often should

the world’s cleanliness be

people’s focus?

     “It should be every day

not just once a year,” said

Cossette.

     Although people have

to remember Earth Day is

more of a yearly reminder

of the importance of mak-

ing the world a healthy and

happy place, people are not limited to help-

ing the environment only on that day.

     “It’s a good concept, but people don’t

seem to remember (Earth Day) or take it

seriously,” said Jackson.

     How seriously does Waterbury take it?

     “We should get more involved because

Waterbury has a lot of areas of poverty, and

there is a lot of pollution and garbage that

needs to be cleaned up,” said Cossette.

     Did the recent distribution of recycling

cans to city residents make a difference?

     “Putting out actual cans makes it a lot

more convenient for people to recycle,

which makes people recycle more,” said

Cossette.

     The recycling bins are also informative.

     “I like how they have the pictures on the

top so people know what is recyclable and

what is not,” said Hagley.

     The way recycling helps the environment

is easy to comprehend, but what may be a

benefit for Waterbury residents?

     “Over time, it’s going to save Waterbury

taxpayers money because it will reduce the

amount of waste needed to be burned in

Bristol (referring to Curbside Rubble

Collection in Bristol, associated with Public

Works),” said Hagley.

     What could schools do to celebrate

Earth Day or keep the awareness going?

     “Maybe have some type of community

service cleaning day as a school field trip

on Earth Day,” said Jackson.

     Personally, what could people do to help

the earth and possibly help EDN’s goal?

     “They can recycle and they can raise

awareness about plastic pollution,” said

Jackson.

     Overall, Earth Day helps people recon-

nect with the environment around them.

     “More people should respect the

environment as much as they respect their

friends and family,” said Hagley. “We all

share one planet.”
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Staff Editorial

Gain awareness: all April
honor World Autism Day

By Lamya Sultana
Poetry Editor

  Commentary

Public education hours, homework varies widely

     World Autism Awareness Day (WAAD) is upon

us to recognize the unique talents of people with

autism but just in case you missed this event Mon-

day April 2, 2018, make this month be the beginning

of your enlightenment so you become more aware

and educated.

     Autism is a very serious developmental disorder

that starts at an early age by causing difficulty in

communicating and maintaining relationships with

other people, and features repetitive language and

abstract concepts. Many with autism are unaware

of how other people tend to feel, and they may avoid

eye contact but yet they are some of the smartest

people in the world! Did you happen to know that

Albert Einstein was autistic?

     The new ABC show, The Good Doctor, displays

different strengths and weakness one with autism

may face since the main character, Shaun Murphy,

is autistic. In the show you are able to see how the

brain of person with autism functions; for example

how one may solve a problem, and how different his

or her daily life is from

ours. The Good Doctor

captivated the hearts of

many by becoming the

most-watched show on

television with 18.2

million views per episode

only after three episodes were relased, according to

theguardian.com.

     How did Autism Awareness Day come to be?

Well, the United Nations first decided to have one

day designated to those with autism starting Nov. 1,

2007. Thus, it was first celebrated in 2008 so this

year will be the 10th anniversary, according to

timeanddate.com

     If you did not wear a puzzled ribbon to support

this April 2 since it is the most recognized symbol in

the Autism society--no worries! Pins can still be

purchased off of Amazon, eBay, the autism-society

website, or even in stores at (some) Walmarts. You

can be original by showing your support every day

of the year.

     In fact, the Autism Society Network has more

than 100 affiliates in almost every state. If you are

interested in attending an event or supporting the

cause, go to autism-society.org. Make April 2018 be

the month you gained knowledge and awareness by

educating yourself on what exactly autism is.

U.S. EDUCATION IN ACTION

Given the variety of courses,
programs and curriculum
available in public schools
worldwide (see commentary
below), our next question is,
how many schools offer
journalism courses in 2018?
Pictured here are some
members of The Eagle Flyer
staff during their period 5
journalism class. To see how
strong your spelling and
awareness are (plus we’re
running out of room) can you
identify every single journalist
by first and last name? The
first correct response wins a
$10 Dunkin Donuts gift card,
plus bragging rights: you know
who your classmates are!

If you’re reading this, you survived 13th for now...
By Jazmin Estrella, Janelle Djan
Staff Writers

Students in Finland, Netherlands report being happiest

Time does not wait for you

Just like your education system

You may not have the same education process

But all of you learn the same

Only a different way

     Public education systems differ worldwide: Finland ranks the

highest with their best school system, Dutch children were found

to be the happiest in the world in a 2013 UNICEF study and yet

there are many advantages, disadvantages and differences

unknown to the public as of March 18, 2018.

     “Over here (in America) things are way easier, not as much

work as back home, and more options here than over there,” said

senior  Shalline Ramjit, who is from Guyana and notes that edu-

cation system is more advanced but it contains more pressure.

     This is because “we finish high school there at 16 and don’t

have middle school, just primary high school,” said Ramjit.

     Finishing school at age 16 may seem tough for some people,

but how do other countries’ age preferences in school compare to

Guyana and the United States?

     As of 2011 France, Germany, Italy, and the United Kingdom

had their children enter formal education by ages 3 and 4, while

the United States does not enroll 90 percent of its students until

age 6, according to blogs.edweek.org, a site explaining five ways

America differs from other G-20 countries.

     The United States is not the only one starting children later

because in New Zealand, primary and secondary education goes

from ages 5 to 19 yet they rank as one of the best school systems,

according to www.independent.co.uk, a site about the 11 best

school systems in the world.

     Japan also falls in one of the best school systems category,

perhaps because their students go through six years of elemen-

tary school, three years of junior high school, and three years of

high school before deciding whether they want to go to a univer-

sity. Also, high school is not necessary but enrollment is close to

98 percent, according to www.independent.co.uk. Japanese

students average homework just 3.8 hours a week, but still

manage to be on the higher end of worldwide math scores because

most kids spend their time at after school programs, according to

www.fatherly.com, a site containing brief explanations about how

much time kids around the world spend at school.

     Japan’s average homework is very close to Finland’s due to

Finnish kids receiving no more than three hours of homework a

week along with no exams and no grades (only one mandatory

test at age 16), yet they still contain some of the “world’s bright-

est children,” according to www.fatherly.com.

     Finland routinely tops rankings of global education systems

for having no banding system (a system where school students

who are at the bottom are grouped into broad ability bands)

because all students are taught in the same classes regardless of

their ability, according to www.independent.co.uk.

     In the Netherlands, schools barely give much homework until

secondary level, and students report little pressure and stress,

according to www.independent.co.uk.

     Although in Finland and the Netherlands students are the

happiest, the U.S. education system is not that bad either

compared to Singapore, Bangladesh and other Asian countries. In

Bangladesh, all students at the end of 5th grade are required to take

a standardized test before going to 6th grade, which repeats in 8th,

10th and 12th grades. These tests include all subjects a student

takes. He or she must pass every single one to go to the next grade.

If a student’s result is A+ in every subject, he or she receives a

scholarship. Even though the students spend a minimum of six

hours in school, depending on the village or city area, the amount

of homework and test pressure is unrealistic.

     “Personally I am so glad I did not have to take any of the

standardized tests since I immigrated here. I remember one simple

fourth grade math problem solution is one page long and we didn’t

have any calculators either. You have to do your math calculations

in paper and pencil or your brain. Everything had to be memo-

rized,” said sophomore Synthia Sharmin, who is from Bangladesh.

     Eleni Gongo, a senior who is from Albania, stated a process

that is similar to Bangladesh since students there do not have to

walk from class to class as Kennedy students do.

       “In Albania we had one class and teachers have to come and

teach us. We were more connected with each other and enjoyed

every moment together as a class. The disadvantage is sometimes

I stayed all night because it was very hard to learn all the subjects

and we had lots of homework,” she said.

     Just like Bangladesh’s education system, Singapore’s school

system also has a reputation for being a pressure cooker, putting

students under much stress at a young age. Singapore is known for

their high ranks in both the world’s smartest kids category and

most hours spent on homework (nearly 9.5 hours a week),

according to www.fatherly.com.

     While there are lots of academic pressures in both the U.S.

system and outside of it, there are also advantages since some

children in America enjoy free food and transportation.

     In the United States, most if not all public schools are provided

with a cafeteria, and some schools offer free or reduced school

lunches as well as breakfast, which many countries do not have. In

some countries students have to bring their own lunch or buy from

the nearest shop. While U.S. public schools have a bus system,

many countries do not. Students must walk for miles or use public

transportation, such as Bangladesh, India, Thailand, and Nigeria.

     In France, their Wednesdays are semi-sacred, where older

students get Wednesdays off, but students may have school

lessons on Saturdays. Even with the midweek break, French

students are still in class for eight hours every other day, with a

90-minute lunch break, according to www.fatherly.com.

     “(In Bangladesh) we had school six days a week, only Friday

off because in  Friday Muslims gather together to pray in congre-

gation,” said Sharmin.

     The U.S. children are lucky to have two days of weekend along

with snow days and many one-day or week-long holiday breaks,

since for children in other parts of the world that is only a dream.

     Were you coaxed into be-

lieving this hoax?

     Friday the 13th has been

labeled as a negative omen since

1307 and still remains today.

Alhough historians are unsure

of the precise origin for this

notorious day, it dates back as

far as 700 B.C. in ancient

Greece with the poet and

rhapsodist Hesiod informing

farmers which days and

months were the most favor-

able for fertility in his epic

poem and almanac Works and

Days, where he states the 13th

Too spooky or just kooky: learn origins of fearful Friday

day of each month is the most

infertile of all.

     In Hesiod’s almanac he ad-

vised the farmers to “avoid the

thirteenth of the waxing month

for beginning to sow,” sow

meaning to

plant. Unfor-

tunately,  he

never ex-

plained why,

according to

Vox.com.

     The num-

ber 13 has

been said to

symbolize evil and death and

is deemed unlucky, and due to

its constant appearance during

various disastrous occasions, is

associated with bringing mis-

fortune.

     In the Bible’s

Last Supper, 13

guest were

present, one of

whom betrayed

Jesus. Since

then it has be-

come a Christian

notion that hav-

ing 13 people at

a table was an omen signifying

impending death, according to

History.com.

     Some historians have also

claimed it was the day in which

Eve bit the apple from the Tree

of Knowledge, according to

mysticunous.com.

     It isn’t only the number that

has a bad reputation. Despite

the relief it brings everyone in

present day, Friday is also

known for some ill-fated events.

     According to History.com, a

Friday can be associated with

See SPOOKY, page 5
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You are worthy
By Ashley Cora

Your worth hides in the cracks of your luscious white soft skin

The skin that suffers the cries of mama and papa

You are worth every dime because of your perfect

short brown hair where hides a piece of gray

You can see the value in the tears she sheds at night

when mama and papa are arguing

When little ole sister was taken away by the

unfair court system and now she has no one to talk to

But her worth is there

Every piece of it is hidden in the way she speaks out her mind

In the way her body language stands out

But you don’t see your worth

The worth often forgotten by the judgmental society

The worth you don’t see

perhaps there is someone who has their eyes wide open

to see the worth in your eyes

Someone you can’t identify because of the way he acts

His love is hidden in his eyes ready to cry

He had been through so much and his only hope

is a young woman of worth

Not a materialistic worth but a worth

of mind and heart as well as soul

He sees her worth yet deep inside

He is who values her

But her worth is not exposed

The inhumanity hides her worth and she feels unworthy

He sees deeply into her sad eyes

and is excited for the worth

He worships the worthy young woman

She however, is still trying to see her roots

and find her worth

The worth she doesn’t see when

she looks in the cracked mirror

You are stronger then you know, you are worthy

Let your worth shine bright through your big brown eyes.

From Syria
By Lamya Sultana

Forget me not I am unforgettable

It’s been more than four years

And I am still unrecognizable

Still held captive by monsters

They are nightmares

Who don’t want to be peaceful

Hey my friend, where are you?

When I really do need you

My children, brothers and sisters

Are being starved and murdered to death

Yet I don’t see you

Extending your rich hand

To help me, Oh My Lord!

What has happened with humanity?!

It is
By Danny Ruiz

It is toxic and curing

It is deceiving while it is clearing

It is tempting and alluring

It takes and gives

It is the touch of a hand

It is a conversation

It is a look accompanied by a smile

It is a delusional illusion countless pursue

An ambition and a commonplace

It is something that can be gifted by any and all

It is an invite to a lunch table

Its is a shared joke
It is a compliment or two

Its is an excuse or pardon me

It is something within us all but still lacking in all

It is... Love.

Poetry Corner

Untitled
By Danny Ruiz

My eyes open every day and are greeted by the sun,

the sound of fan spinning and spinning and mentally

I wish I could command it to stop but

like most things in life,

I reach over and personally cease its endless spinning.

And accompanying the fan are the sounds

of rustling and bustling just outside my bedroom door.

I care not for the sounds nor for whose responsible

for those sounds but for the day ahead of me,

the seemingly endless hours of pencil scratching,

voice chatter and lessons.

The hustle of a normal school day.

The walk and stomp of transition to transition

from class to class from period to period.

The shaking of backpacks and

evidently purses among students!

The worry of test and projects.

The crossing of fingers for no homework

and a much faster school day.

The conversations that will fuel my day

do not escape my mind.

Neither does the seventh period

which will mark the “end of my day.”

But before the chatter and lunch and bustle

of what is high school, I must first go back to sleep

because who goes to school on Sunday morning?

Dust in our body
By Lamya Sultana

If you have no shoes, don’t worry

There are others who have no feet

So you do not need to buy so many

To fit into this sad society

You sleep safely in your bed

While a child across the ocean

Is laying on concrete

You drink pure water and eat healthy

While the child is barely fed

You have so many clothes to wear

So many opportunities

Yet you still try to look like a doll

Who has no life

You, my friend, have yet to understand

The beauty of existence

We all have dust in our body

As Lana Del Rey said,

We are “born to die”

Not to fit in this society

So when can you be yourself

Why bother chasing after the negativity

SPOOKY, from page 4

the crucifiction of Jesus, the day Eve

gave Adam the forbidden fruit, and the

day Cain murdered his brother Abel:

both sons of Adam and Eve.

     In addition, sometime in 1592 the

term “Friday-Face” was brought about

by playwright Robert Greene, simply

meaning that one looks dismayed or

gloomy, according to Vox.com

     And perhaps one of the most omi-

nous events to take place Friday the

13th is, the 14th century execution of

Templar Grand Master Jacques

deMolay whose lasts words were

uttered to curse the Pope and king of

France. Since then, it is speculated that

all of France’s calamity since that event

was the result of the Grand Master’s

curse being said on Friday the 13th,

according to Telegraph.co.uk.

     This date has become so well-known

and feared, it actually developed its own

words. According to Oxford

dictionaries.com, the word

triskaidekaphobia (tris-kai-dek-a-pho-

bi-a) is used to represent a superstition

about the number 13. And

paraskavedekatriaphobia (para- ska-vi-

dek-a-tria-pho-bi-a) was brought about

as a specific term for the fear of Friday

the 13th.

     With all the clamor surrounding this

infamous day, one is left to wonder what

it is exactly that people fear doing on

this day? What superstitions accom-

pany this phenomenon?

     According to abc7.com, people avoid

driving since car-related incidents go up

by 52 percent on this day! Some say

avoid giving or having a 13-letter name

since it is seen as having the devil’s luck,

as was the case with Charles Manson,

an American cult leader and criminal in

the 60’s. Having a funeral procession

on this day is also something to be wary

of since it indicates your death might be

next.

     Nbcnew.com adds on to this list with

avoiding black cats since they are seen

as a witch’s pet. The thought of not

w a l k -

ing un-

der a

ladder

mostly

c a m e

from an

u n -

canny

resem-

blance

to me-

dieval gallows which were used for ex-

ecutions by hanging. Another saying is

avoid breaking any mirrors or you’ll be

doomed with bad luck for seven years.

     Over the years, people have become

so frightened by Friday 13th, some

might not leave their home and often

times they would take extreme measures

to try to hide.

     In 1976, New Yorker Daz Baxter was

apparently so afraid of Friday the 13th

he stayed in his bed. He ended up dying

the same day as his apartment floor col-

lapsed, according to telegraph.co.uk.

     Although this day has a bad reputa-

tion and unfortunate coincidences oc-

cur, some people are not phased by it.

     “I do not believe in the superstitions

of Friday the 13th. It is just another

day where extra good things happen to

me. Friday the 13th is just another day

the Lord has made. One thing I tell my

kids is ‘what you expect, is what you

are gonna get,’ ” said Nancy Djan,

mother and Waterbury resident.

     There are superstitions paranoid

individuals avoid on a regular basis, so

could these irrational fears have been

induced by Friday the 13th? Possibly.

So, if you don’t live life on the edge and

are quick to fright, it is best if you avoid

any ladders, don’t be tempted to pet

any black cats, and try not to touch any

mirrors Friday the 13th.

Spooky, kooky:
Friday 13th
still scares

COMMENTARY
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Figment of imagination
By Adriana May

We perceive things differently than others

We want to believe what’s not real is real.

We create a figment of imagination

To separate reality from fiction

As a wall of our existence.

Sad little kids they call us but we think otherwise

As we sit around playing our instruments and singing love songs,

We stare at the sky wondering where it ends.

We stare wondering why it’s so blue and the clouds so white.

Then, we look at ourselves and wonder why we’re not as pure,

And why we don’t match our parents’ perception of what they want us to be.

Future us is what past them thought they’d become.

But better.

Stronger.

We use our voice to express our opinions and let our minds speak the rest.

This is not a figment of imagination, this is the future.

By Brianna Bryant
Correspondent

COMMENTARY

     Is it all about the money?

     Easter is becoming commercialized

like many holidays in the United States

because the significance of Easter is be-

ing diluted by the buying of chocolate

eggs and popular candies including Peeps.

     “Personally, I feel that Easter has

not been diluted by the money aspect

because Easter seems different for

everyone, and in places that you can’t

provide for with money you can make

up for with traditions. To me Easter has

never really been something that money

was really required for,” said Sara Way, a

freshman.

     “The significance of Easter has been

diluted by the money aspect because

$$ talks since another holiday, Easter, seems commercialized

when you hear about Easter, you would

think about the Easter Bunny and egg

hunts, not really the religious factor,”

said Lorenzo Nicolasora, a freshman.

     Over the years, Americans have

spent billions of dollars on candy, which

almost compares to Halloween candy

sales.

     According to www.fortune.com, adult

U.S. consumers who plan to celebrate

Easter said they would spend a combined

$2.4 billion on candy, according to data

from the National Retail Federation. In

contrast, Halloween-goers were esti-

mated to spend $2.1 billion, according

to the NRF.

     But why is it that some are no longer

focused on the religious aspect?

     “It’s because over time we’ve been

so focused on giving gifts instead of cel-

ebrating the true meaning of the holi-

day,” said Kelsey DaRocha, a freshman.

     Businesses are so eager to display

Easter-related products as early as they

can. They seem willing to do anything

just to make that sale.

     “Local stores push Easter by selling

everything to make baskets or even hav-

ing premade baskets at a ton of stores,

from Stop and Shop to Michaels,” said

Way.

     There are some ways to plan ahead

for 2019 and celebrate Easter without

putting your wallet in debt.

     “A lot of businesses do Easter egg

hunts with the Easter bunny. You have

the opportunity to take pictures with

him and have breakfast,” said Way.

     “You can find DIY projects to do

with family for a low cost,” said

DaRocha.

     There are DIY projects for almost

any holiday you can do with your fam-

ily. You can create homemade Easter

decorations including bunny garlands

and colorful chick placeholders.

Check out websites including

www.pinterest.com as well as

www.diyncrafts.com if you don’t want

to go broke for Easter--or any holi-

day, ever again!

People spend $2.1 billion on Halloween candy, $2.4 billion on Easter candy

By Aimee Reinozo
Staff Writer

Celebrating Easter in style: enjoying egg hunts, family, church

     What do pastel colors, eggs and Reeses all have in

common? Easter, of course!

     While Easter might not be as popular as certain

holidays like Christmas, it still provides enjoyment

and happiness. Many people celebrate Easter which in

2018 fell on Sunday, April 1, especially people from

Brooklyn, New York and Waterbury, Conn.

     “Eating tons of food and celebrating with my fam-

ily sounds like a good time on Easter,” said Joycee

Calle, from Brooklyn.

     Like most families Calle said she eats lots of food

and spends time with her family but let’s not forget

how important eggs are.

     “I usually go egg hunting with my entire family as

a tradition,” said Kerly Borja, a freshman at Kaynor

Tech.

     Like Borja, some families travel and visit distant

family members.

     “My family and I go to Florida to visit my grandma,

uncles and cousins,” said Alex Loomis, a Kennedy

freshman.

     Seeing distant family is always heartwarming,

however some may prefer to stick with the more

traditional ways of celebrating.

     “We paint eggs and purchase seasonal candy,” said

Angela Cipi, a freshman.

     While some have a more light-hearted approach

to Easter, there are those who associate it mainly

with religion and attending church.

     “I go to church and visit my grandma,” said

Douglas Jackson, a Kennedy freshman.

     “Since my family isn’t religious we don’t go to

church nor celebrate Easter,” said Keyondra Felder,

a Crosby freshman.

     However, age plays a role in how some students

celebrate Easter.

     “When I was little, my parents would hide eggs

in the park and we would look for them but now

since I’m older we don’t really do anything,” said

Sheila Paucar, a junior at Sacred Heart.

     Easter stays simple for some.

     “I eat with family,” said Ricky Ramos, a Kennedy

senior.

     “We go out to eat and be like a family,” said Paul

Plaza, a Kennedy freshman.

COMMENTARY

Most students reveal they spend time at Easter eating meals with family

Poems
By Ashley Cora

The feeling

The feeling of uncertainty and sorrow

my heart is in pain

My head is filled with unwanted thoughts and darkness

Deep darkness

Like a dying rose at the edge of the blush

red pedals burning

My heart is a fire

Fire

I want to burn my thoughts into ashes and

blow them to hell
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Cherry blossoms celebrate close bond between Japan, America
Today close to 3,750 cherry trees exist in D.C.; March-April prime viewing seasonBy Fuka Reale, Kwai Parker

Managing Editor, Correspondent

Three student teachers find teaching during spring 2018 rewarding

Thank you! See you next year!

     Sakura is a national flower in

Japan, symbolizing a renewal of life,

sacrifice and the fleeting cycle of

nature. The National Cherry Blossom

Festival, held in Washington D.C.,

signals the beginning of spring when

1.5 million people travel to see the

trees blooming March 20-April 15,

honoring a close bond between the

United States and Japan since 1912.

     “I haven’t really researched them

but I’ve seen the significance of them

in shows and movies I’ve watched,”

said Riya Patel, a senior.

     In 1912, Tokyo Mayor Yuko Ozaki

and the people of Japan sent 3,020

cherry trees to the United States as a

gift. First Lady Taft planted the first

cherry trees on the northern bank of

the Tidal Basin, according to https://

washington.org, a site that relays in-

formation about Washington events.

     In 1910, Japan sent 2,000 trees to

President William Taft, but insects and

disease infested the gift, forcing the

President to order all the trees be

burned to avoid the disease from

spreading. The Japanese sent more

trees in 1912.

     Today, there are close to 3,750

cherry trees around the Tidal Basin in

West Potomac Park, in East Potomac

Park, and on the grounds of the Wash-

ington Monument, according to

www.tripsavvy.com, a tourist website

for traveling.

     The cherry blossoms are significant

to the Japanese people because they

represent the fragility and precious

value of life.

     “It signifies a new start because

winter had just finished and spring has

come into bloom just like the blos-

soms,” said Patel.

     In order to protect the cherry blos-

som trees, it is against the law to pick

the blossoms or hang off the trees.

     “The cherry trees aren’t hardy

enough to withstand people climbing.

It can really damage them,” according

to Carol Johnson, a spokesperson for

National Parks Service,

www.washingtonpost.com.

     The Japanese celebrate the cherry

blossom season by having picnics and

barbecues with friends and family, and

celebrating at school, which is a cus-

tom called hanami tracing back thou-

sands of years, according to

www.festival.si.edu, a website about

festivals and celebrations worldwide.

     “I have lovely memories from when

I was young, doing hanami with my

parents, brothers and sister. My mom

packed a special lunch box, full of our

favorite foods and we all went to a

famous park under the cherry trees in

the early morning,” said Erina Takeda,

a blogger for Smithsonian Folklife Fes-

tival (www.festival.si.edu).

     In Japan, students begin the school

year in April, and so the blooming of

the cherry blossoms are celebrating a

brand new start, according to

www.festival.si.edu.

     Visitors can also see traditional and

contemporary performances from

American and Japanese artists,

participate in the Blossom Kite Festi-

val, and view the Southwest Water-

front Fireworks Festival and the Na-

tional Cherry Blossom Festival Parade.

By Mehdi Namazi, Alex Robinson
Staff Writer, Graphic Designer

     “Every artist was first an amateur,” said American

poet, Ralph Waldo Emerson.

     Students showcased their artwork in the 4th Annual

Artrageous Art Show on the third floor Community

Gallery room of the Mattatuck Museum Wednesday,

Feb. 22 through Sunday, April 22, 2018.

     This two-month long event featured many student

artists including 10 Kennedy students, according to the

show’s booklet: seniors Evasia Davis-Jasper,

Arabella Ebnoti, Naomi Mumper, Yanisa Ortego;

juniors Jada Harry, Selina Rivera; sophomores Hayley

Graham, Aminda Lika; and freshmen Moyra Lovos and

Lorenzo Nicolasora.

     “As my first ever art showcase, this opportunity has

given me a very amazing opportunity to show my art-

work,” said Mumper, whose acrylic paint creation

entitled A Break in Time was used for the cover image on

the show’s booklet.

      Mumper isn’t the only person who feels that art is

essential to her happiness. People all over the commu-

nity and all around the world know that art is essential

to improving the happiness and brain activity of people

everywhere.

      “Activities like painting, sculpting, drawing, and

photography are relaxing and rewarding hobbies that can

lower your stress levels and leave you feeling mentally

clear and calm,” according to bebrainfit.com, a website

that discusses the correlation between the arts and intel-

ligence.

     The Artrageous Art Show is one annual community

event that fosters a home for aspiring artists, and helps

nurture the talents of students all over the Waterbury

community. It is heartwarming to see how adament

students are about their artwork, and how supportive

students are of those participating.

     “It gives them something positive. It’s something no

one else sees,” said art teacher Marnie Carpinella.

By Herta Sufka
News Editor

10 students take part
in citywide art show

     What’s rewarding about teaching?

     The student teachers at Kennedy for spring

2018 are Mr. Rocca, Miss Drewry and Mr.

Stephens who have been learning and gaining

experience to become teachers with the help of

their mentors, and they also shared how impor-

tant and rewarding teaching is as of March 5.

     “I used to work at a bank, however I enjoy

teaching more since it’s a more fulfilling occupa-

tion than working in fiance or at a bank,” said

Rocca, who has been teaching Mrs. Harris’

history classes including American Studies.

     Rocca attended Northeastern University in

Boston and the University of Connecticut at

Storrs. He is currently at the University of Bridge-

port to get a master’s degree in History while

another student teacher focuses on English and

credits her family background.

     “The reason why I chose to become an edu-

cator is that I come from a big family of educa-

tors and teachers had a big impact on my life,”

said Drewry, who has been teaching Dr. Cybart-

Persenaire’s English and Journalism classes.

     Drewry is currently a senior at Western Con-

necticut State University in Danbury, Conn.

She’s getting a bachelor’s degree in secondary

education with a concentration in English and

will graduate in May, while another student

teacher focuses on business.

     “(I enjoy) teaching financial literacy to

younger people to help them make better deci-

sions and to have a better quality of life,” said

Mr. Stephens, who has been teaching Mr. Lucian’s

business classes.

     Stephens attended American International

College and is currently at Grand Canyon

University for a master’s degree in secondary

education but he has experience in city schools.

     “I’ve been working in the Waterbury public

schools system as a substitute teacher. I plan on

getting a job in any business course specifically

in Waterbury high schools; I want to help the

kids here. Also I’d like to thank Mr. Lucian, Mrs.

Hayes and Kennedy for the opportunity to

student teach here,” said Stephens.

     Students might not realize how long of a

process it takes for teachers to prepare a lesson.

     “I prepare for my classes one week at a time.

It takes almost a full day to prepare a lesson,”

said Drewry.

     Drewry enjoys the classes she gets to teach

and said she also plans on getting a graduate

degree but hasn’t decided where yet. She’d like

to thank Dr. Cybart-Persenaire for the

opportunity and for being a great mentor.

     With the student teaching process comes some

negatives. The expenses to student teach can  cost

thousands depending on how much per credit

each college charges. and the amount of time stu-

dent teachers spend in a classroom is carefully

measured--plus they have supervisors who visit

to observe and evaluate them. The requirement

for Western, for example is 70 school days of

student teaching, according to Drewry. The pro-

gram TEAM in Connecticut can help new teach-

ers to prepare more, according to Rocca.

     “I enjoy the classes I teach; it’s a good mix

and I’ve learned a lot. I plan on teaching in a high

school or a middle school. Also I’d like to thank

Mrs. Harris since she’s a world classroom man-

ager and she’s been a great resource,” Rocca said.

     I have lovely
memories from when I
was young. My mom
packed a special
lunch box, full of our
favorite foods and we
all went to a famous
park under the
cherry trees.

“

”Erina Takeda,
blogger for Smithsonian
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Robotics creates more than robots

BUILDING MORE THAN JUST ROBOTS 2018 Robotics team members include from left Emma an 8th

grader at Wallace Middle School, juniors Edgar Yepez and Kaitlyn Giron, seniors Jefferson Giron and

Cris Bond, junior Justus Perez, seniors Taylor Afable and Cody Basset, junior Wilberto Vergeli, and

Yamileth Yepez, an 8th grader at West Side Middle School. Mentors include Nick Petruzzi, who helps

with the programming, Carrie Work and Andrew Work, all Kennedy graduates.

Help Syria: heartbreaking, truly tragic describe daily atrocities
Doctor explains shock of treating innocent child whose lungs, mouth full of sand

     Robots? Or a new friend

made?

     Students from Kennedy

volunteered at the For Inspira-

tion and Recognition of Science

and Technology (FIRST)

robotics competition at Wilby

High School/ North End Middle

school while the Robotics team

competed in hopes of making

an alliance, out of the 34 teams

competing Saturday-Sunday,

March 10-11, 2018.

     “When someone hears

robotics they automatically

think robots; but we’re more

than that. We learn how to build

robots, learn about business

plans, how to balance money

and how to work with others,”

said junior Kaitlyn Giron.

     She feels that when many

hear ‘robotics,’ they don’t

really think about anything else

besides robots. Although robots

are a major part of it, that’s not

the only thing they focus on.

     “Alliances are three teams

randomly chosen during quali-

fications, but during elimination

rounds teams chose who they

want to be in their alliance,” said

Giron.

     One team does not neces-

sarily win; each team tries to

obtain an alliance, and if the

alliance has gained enough

points in the event the robots

are competing in, the alliance

wins, not just one team. Before

they can get an alliance, each

team must compete in a certain

amount of qualification

matches, then the top eight team

chose two teams to be their

partners and form alliances.

They then compete in eight

semi-finals, and the last two

alliances go to the final. Not

every team will be able to join

an alliance.

     Unfortunately, “we weren’t

able to get chosen for an

alliance team, so we did not

make it to the quarter final/

elimination round,” said junior

Edgar Yepez.

     Although they were unable

to move on to the elimination

round/quarterfinal, they were

able to know what they needed

to fix before their trip to Maine

March 22-25, 2018. They are

going to improve the mistakes

made, and are confident they

will do better in Maine.

     “Robots had to climb at

least 12 inches above the

ground, place cubes in a scale

that is about 7 feet and and on a

switch which is about 3 feet

tall,” said Giron.

     The team has six weeks of

build season. They met Mon-

day through Thursday 6 p.m.

to 9 p.m., Friday 3 p.m. to 9

p.m., and Saturday and every

other Sunday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30

p.m. during which they pre-

pared for the competitions,

built the robots and fixed any

mistakes before they competed.

Club advisors Mr. Lafayette and

Mr. Bernabe who both teach

science at Kennedy, lead

mentor Carrie Work and her

brother Andrew Work, both

graduates of Kennedy, along

with their parents, were all

involved as well as Mr. Macial

who helps the team with

machines and Nick Petruzzi

who helps with programming.

     But what was going on in

the kitchen with the volun-

teers? Although tasks rotated,

volunteers each had their own

perspectives on the day.

     “I was known as the pop-

corn girl,” said sophomore

Melany Junco.

     Although tasks changed,

Junco spent most of the day

by the popcorn maker, helping

to make and distribute it, as well

as helping with the preparation

of the food, and washing dishes.

She was there for about six

hours each day. Even though it

was tiring, she enjoyed volun-

teering and felt that the other

volunteers were great, she en-

joyed having them around and

was happy that she made new

friends, she said.

     “I got to hang out with

friends while we were work-

ing,” said sophomore Redjan

Cipi.

     Cipi, and his younger sister

Angela Cipi, a freshman, both

volunteered to help out Satur-

day and Sunday for six hours

each day, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

They helped make hot dogs,

hamburgers, baked potatoes,

washed the dishes and made

sure the snacks, refreshments

and condiments in the cafeteria

were stocked. They also ran

into the gymnasium every 30

minutes to make sure they

weren’t running low on any-

thing.

     They said they enjoyed

volunteering, although they did

encounter a few rude custom-

ers due to running out of

certain items, they said. It was

an enjoyable weekend being

able to hang out with their

friends and being able to earn

community service hours for

doing simple tasks, which they

both need as a SOAR require-

ment for graduation.

     “The overall experience was

actually pretty rewarding and

it genuinely felt as if my

service was needed,” said

sophomore Quincy Grant,

who volunteered Sunday,

March 11 for four hours.

Photo compiled  by Elena Acevedo/staff

     People from Syria are being awak-

ened by bombs going off, yet Kennedy

students get annoyed when their

alarms go off in the morning.

     East Ghouta, Syria is 6,677 miles

away from  America  yet we stay quiet.

Hundreds of innocent men, women

and pure-souled children are being

killed daily in Syria by monsterly in-

humanity. Syrian residents continue

to be attacked through March 2018.

     “We lost 10 members of our

family because of one bombing,” said

Amal Kassir at the John F. Kennedy

for the Performing Arts online.

     August 21, 2013 was the first time

Syria got struck by rockets containing

the chemical agent sarin. Approxi-

mately 1,300 people were killed

including 400 children, according to

bbc.com, the British Broadcasting

Corporation.

     “I don’t know how to feel about

this deadly war anymore because I

been seeing this happening over four

By Salma Akter
Staff Writer

By Elena Acevedo
Staff Writer

years now,” said Ushi Akter, a resi-

dent of Waterbury.

     Syria was attacked by 114 rockets

that killed more than 250 Syrian resi-

dents Feb. 20, 2018, according to

cnn.com.

     “What did my son do to hurt you?

Why torture my son? What did my

boy do to be killed in such a way?”

said a father who lost two sons, on a

YouTube channel

named AJ+.

     Hospitals and places

with supplies are being

targeted. Four hospitals

have been destroyed

due to bombings, and

the hospitals still stand-

ing lack medical sup-

plies to treat patients.

     “A little while ago a

child came to me who

was blue in the face and

barely breathing, his

mouth filled with sand.

I emptied it with my hands. I don’t

think they had what we do in any of

the medical textbooks. A child breath-

ing with lungs of sand. You get a child,

a year old, that they save from the

rubble and is breathing sand,” said a

doctor in eastern Ghouta, according to

www.theguardian.com.

     Bakeries, warehouses and any

place that contains food supplies are

being targeted. There was one bakery

left in Ghouta but it had been bombed

Feb. 20, 2018.

     “The situation is disastrous: kids

didn’t eat for two days in a row,” one

activist said. “Local council cannot not

endure but the kids can’t,” according

to www. theguardian.com.

     Not many are coming forward to

offer help or talk about how to make a

change regarding these

tragic, unfortunate deaths of

innocents.

     “Not many are aware of

it and talking about it won’t

make no changes. I think

people are avoiding this

because they don’t live

there,” said senior Thanks

Louzingou.

     Well-known soccer

player Cristiano Ronaldo is

volunteering to help with

donations for the suffering

children.

     “This is for the children of Syria,”

Ronaldo said in a video. “We know

you have been suffering a lot. I am a

very famous player, but you are the

true heroes. Don’t lose your hope. The

world is with you. I am with you,”

according to the Washington Post

online.

     Hundreds of lives are being taken

daily at Syria by pathetic people.

Thousands of men, women and

children’s futures are erased only

because of these redundant bombings

and air strikes. Many are injured in

hospitals and still can’t receive the

necessary treatment because hospitals

are running out of medicine and

aids for every patient’s need. Many

are homeless and East Ghouta doesn’t

have enough food to distribute to ev-

eryone.

     Syria’s innocent people are in need

of our help to survive this deadly war.

Please visit rescue.org to help and for

further information.

Next on your bucket list--attend Coachella with 150 acts
By Andry Evangelista
Staff Writer

      Somethings are worth waiting a year for…

     Coachella, an annual music and arts festival

that began Friday, April 13 and ends Sunday

April 22, 2018 with an expected attendance of

250,000 people at the Empire Polo Grounds in

Indio, California features many music genres

including indie, hip hop, rock, and electronic

dance music.

     This festival is for all; it’s a unique experi-

ence that will leave you inspired.

     “Each year, the Coachella Valley Music and

Arts Festival commissions a number of original,

large-scale, site-specific art installations to be

displayed throughout the festival and camp-

grounds, to be viewed from an infinite variety of

perspectives by an ever-shifting audience,”

according to Coachella.com.

     Coachella started in 1999 and is the master-

piece founded by Rick Van Santen, a Los Ange-

les concert promoter for Goldenvoice. Also...

     Paul Tollett, 51, is the C.E.O. of Goldenvoice,

a Los Angeles-based promoter owned by the

entertainment conglomerate A.E.G,” according

to newyorker.com.

     Coachella has brought a lot of tourism,

publicity and attention to California’s Colorado

Desert, where the Empire Polo Grounds are

located.

      “Tollett has not only husbanded the land-

scape; he has branded it. The town of Coachella

was supposed to be called Conchilla, Spanish

for the tiny shells left behind by a prehistoric

inland sea, but the printer of the town’s

prospectus misspelled the word, and the

citizenry rolled with it,” according to

newyorker.com

       Pulling off a event like this isn’t a cake walk

and takes hard work and

patience, and features 150

acts like Beyoncé, The

Weekend, Eminem and

more.

     “Tollett had booked the

150 acts himself,    negoti-

ating all the offers with

agents--a six-month pro-

Builds friendships, business plans, cooperation

If you love music, art start planning for this unique experience in 2019

cess. He also fielded a lot of pitches he had to

turn down,” according to newyorker.com

     If you want to experience sounds and sights

that are original and unique, this is definitely some-

thing to put on a bucket list. It is never too early

to start planning for 2019.

     “I love how people dress up in different styles

and aren’t afraid to be themselves. I have never

attended Coachella, but I would love to in the

future. And my dream Coachella outfit would be

sandals with a shirt and shorts with a flowy

sweater. With a flower crown or floppy hat,”

said Marnie De La Rosa, a sophomore at

Waterbury’s Arts Magnet School.

Stop bulllying now

     “You’re ugly, fat, you’re nasty.”

      Have you ever been called mean things? How

did that make you feel?

     When I was younger people would try to tease

me and never was it nice. But everyone goes

through it, it is a part of growing up. In today’s

world bullying is at a very different level. We all

need to try our best to stop it as soon as possible.

       Everyone has personal problems so you

shouldn’t try to break them down.

     “People should uplift each other, you don’t

know what others go through,” said Adriana

Flemming, a sophomore.

     Sometimes people have no self respect for

themselves. When people don’t love themselves

they start to hate others so they pick on them.

     “Love, respect others and maybe walk away; I

know it’s hard,” said Mr. Fricks, a science teacher.

     We need to stop the violence and start to love!

More people need to stand up for others.

     “It really hurts getting put down, and no one

helps and that’s how I feel,” said Derek Torres.

     Do you think that’s nice to do to others? No!

It’s not and as people we should all try to change

for the better because what if that was you... Love

yourself and be kind to others. Everyone has    -

feelings so bullying stops now.

By Felicity Samolis
Staff Writer
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DECA competes, offers options;
maybe sports marketing appeals
By E. Acevedo
Staff Writer

     You have 10 minutes to impress your

judges, better be fast!

     Kennedy’s Distributive Education Club

of America (DECA) competed in the State

Career Development Conference (SCDC)

at the Aqua Turf Club in Southington,

Conn. Tuesday, March 6. 2018. It’s been

about five years since the last time

Kennedy competed. Although we did not

win, we learned from the event and will be

able to prepare better for next year and for

students interested in joining, options are

not just limited to business--you could

even like sports and learn skills like public

speaking and sports marketing.

     “Even if you’re not interested in a busi-

ness major it does help you in other skills

and it is something you don’t get to expe-

rience every day,” said senior Yaritza Vega,

a club member of four years and 2018 club

president.

     Vega competed in Marketing Manage-

ment Team Decision Making. She prepared

by watching YouTube videos on how to

prepare, watching the show Shark Tank

and doing practice trials online, she said.

     Her partner Lorenzo Nicolasora, a

freshman, and her did not really know each

other.Since it was also both of their first

times competing,Vega felt as if they did

good considering the obstacles they were

facing before competing.What are some

things that helped?

     “Staying after school practicing

marketing management scenarios in prepa-

ration for the competition,” said

Nicolasora, a first-year member.

     Each student stayed after school

practicing and preparing for their event.

They did not really know what they were

walking into. None of the students had

competed before, nor knew anyone who

had, so this was a true learning experi-

ence.

     “The atmosphere of the competition

itself was fast,” said Vega.

     Not only having a professional atmo-

sphere impacted the timing, but the whole

day went by fast. Fifteen minutes before

your event time you were expected to wait

Spring season teams gear up
after rain, snow in early April

PUT YOUR BEST FOOT FORWARD From left to right, DECA members junior Joni Pasholli, freshman

Lorenzo Nicolasora, freshman Kelsey Darocha, junior Elena Acevedo, and senior Yaritza Vega

compete at the 2018 State Career Development Conference at the Aqua Turf Club Tuesday, March 6.

It has been approximately five years since the club last competed.

in the waiting area, just in case the event

before you ended early. You then had 30

minutes to prepare and read the information

before presenting to the judges, then five

minutes to present your information and five

minutes for the judges’ questions.

     There was noise no matter where you went.

Everywhere you turned there was something

going on, teams prepping or going over how

they felt they did. After you competed, it

becomes less stressful and you were able to

enjoy the activities without worrying how you

were going to do.

     “When I wasn’t competing I was relaxing,”

said junior Joni Pasholli.

     When not competing, students were able

to take walks outside, enjoy listening or danc-

ing to the music, playing trivia against other

teams, eating the snacks provided, and being

on their phones.

     Freshmen Kelsey Darocha and junior Elena

Acevedo who both competed in Marketing

Management Team Decision Making, managed

to finish off trivia in seventh place. It was an

enjoyable event that most students would like

to experience again if given the opportunity,

they said.

     “It’s something that I learned from: being

able to present something I came up with. With

my partner it was fun, stressful, but in the end

I would like to compete again next year,” said

Acevedo, the 2018 club secretary and a mem-

ber of three years.

Members emphasize skills gained, practiced

     Even if you’re not
interested in a busi-
ness major it does help
you in other skills and
it is something you
don’t get to experience
every day.

“

”senior Yaritza Vega,
DECA four-year member
and 2018 club president

Photo by Mrs. Sasso/club adviser

     “The fifth set is not about tennis, it’s about nerves,” said Boris Becker, a famous tennis

player.

     Girls’ tennis is back for a new season and returning players talk about their eagerness

to work together again, as of  March 9, 2018.

     “This year I’m kind of excited to see how it’s going to go and I’m especially happy with

my captains this year and I’m excited to get back out on the courts with my doubles

partner Marin (Delaney),” said junior Ariana Padilla.

     It’s all about enjoying the game for these members.

     “I like tennis because of my teammates, they make it enjoyable and just an overall fun

time. I think this season is going to be great! We have a lot of good girls and I think Ariana

and I are a solid doubles team because we won almost all of our second doubles games

last year when we played,” said junior Marin Delaney.

     Keeping the excitement on and off the court is was important to one team member.

     “I like the huddle and song that we do before every game, the  ‘WE ARE KENNEDY

WE COULDN’T BE PROUDER  IF YOU DON’T BELIEVE US  WE’LL SHOUT IT OUT

LOUDER,’ ” said junior Susana Mejia.

Girls’ tennis members relish doubles, team chants

Outdoor track focuses on positive vibes, support

     When your legs can’t run anymore, run with your heart.

     Outdoor track and field members share their enthusiasm for the sport and one another

as they start their spring 2018 season as of March 9.

     “I don’t necessarily know how the season might be, but my intentions of what I want it

to be is great, just great. I want us to be more successful than we were last year. I know we

can win meets if we all work together as a team and put forth the effort and not become

slackers. Also, if we are dedicated and work extremely hard and push one another I just

know our season will be great,” said junior Jordyn Wilson.

     Being able to be on a team and feel like a family is chemistry.

     “I like the vibe that comes back to me from last season, of a big family coming together

to get things done gets me prepared to be in my A game,” said junior Nytoni Jones.

     Wanting more competition in any sport makes you get better every day.

     “I like outdoor track because I like running and the meets better than indoor (track).

Also, more people join the team,” said sophomore Christina Carmel Capo.

     Teammates stick together and are proud for one another.

     “I like it because it makes me happy to see my teammates and I do great at our events,”

senior Travon Blagmon.

By Toni Lopez
Sports Editor

By Toni Lopez
Sports Editor

By Toni Lopez
Sports Editor

     Softball girls aren’t afraid of a little dirt.

     The softball team is coming back with a new season and spoke about their upbeat

feelings towards the sport, as of March 9, 2018.

     “I like the joy of being with my team and the weather. I’ve always had a passion for it

since I was young so I guess it just stuck with me. I hope the season is good this year, and

that everyone gets along,” said junior Ashlei Sharkey.

     One of the girls on last year’s team explained her enjoyment of softball.

     “Softball has been my life since I was 6 and it’s just something I’ve always loved to do,”

said junior Alexis Canapari.

     Another player received Rookie of the Year last year, and talked positively about the

team.

     “This season is going to be a big season. I feel like we are going to be a stronger team.

We have a lot of talented people and hopefully we get new talented players,” said sopho-

more Jalissa Robles.

     When the spring sports season comes it is the best feeling for one of the players.

     “What I like best when softball season comes is the energy. I automatically get excited

and the excitement I get to be able to go out in the field and play. I love being with the girls

and getting closer to them. Also, challenging myself and focusing on being a better

player,” said junior Xarielis Maldonado Soto.

     Another player noted she enjoys practice.

     “I love to practice when softball season comes back around. Practice is my favorite. I

think our season should be good this year. Our team is full of talent, each and everyone of

us all contribute to the team when it’s time,” said junior Samantha Simpson.

Softball players enjoy practice, team’s energy

Check out more
spring 2018

sports including
baseball, boys’

tennis and golf
on the school’s

main website as
well as its

Facebook page.
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